Envelope Game Outline






        Kyle Sponenberg
Grade: Junior High School 3rd Years
Time: 30 to 50 minutes depending on class level
Grammar Point: Relative pronouns- 関係代名詞 (that, which, who)

Objective: The objective of this activity is to help the students practice not only relative pronoun sentences, but also sentence construction and word order. This is accomplished by allowing students to actively manipulate the word order of the target sentences. Additionally, students are familiar with reordering words to create sentences but having an activity in this somewhat tactile format takes students outside of their comfort zone. 

Outline: You will need approximately ten sentences that have been cut into individual words and placed into separate envelopes. Those will be given to the students who have been placed into groups and who will then rearrange the words to form the target sentences. When the sentence is correct the students can write the sentence on their worksheet and proceed to the next sentence. The activity is framed as a race with the first group to finish typically receiving stickers (if available).
Activity Directions: Have the students divide up into groups of anywhere from 3 to 6, depending on class size/ typical group arrangements. (I don't recommend more than seven or eight groups unless you want to create more sentences for the students to rearrange.) Once the students are in groups hand out the blank sentence worksheets to each student. Next give each group one envelope (construction directions below).

If the students haven't already dumped out the words in the envelope instruct them to do that now. Explain to the students that they will use the words in the envelope to make a  particular sentence. Stress that there should only be one correct answer and that they will use all the words in the envelope.  If the students need further explanation you can write part of an example sentence on the board and rearrange the words as a demonstration. Additionally, tell the students that once they think their sentence is in the correct order to raise their hands and have either you or the JTE check their sentence. If it is correct they can then write the sentence down on the correct line of the worksheet and get a new envelope from the front of the class. If they are incorrect tell them so and have them try again. After that confirm their understanding and if they are okay then you can have them begin.

If a group is able to finish before the end of class have them proceed to the bottom half of the worksheet where they can think of their own sentences using relative pronouns. 

Activity Prep / Construction: Below you will find the target sentences I use in this activity along with the worksheet used for recording the answers. Each sentence needs to be printed out and cut out into individual words. Then each sentence should be placed into a separate envelope. Label the envelopes A through J. If you'd like you can laminate the sentences before cutting them out but I don't recommend this. Words have a tendency to disappear after only a few uses.

Utilizing the JTE: Typically the JTE doesn't need to do a whole lot during this activity aside from help to check the students sentences as they do the activity. While checking they will also likely need to give the students some hints to push them towards the right answer. If it is necessary, or just to confirm the students understanding of the activity you can have the JTE either explain the activity in Japanese after your explanation or ask the students questions to confirm their understanding. (This is typically unnecessary- the students often pick up the idea as soon as they dump out the envelopes.) 

Additional Tips:  Feel free to give advice or hints as necessary to groups that are incorrect or struggling. The students typically pick up the format after the first sentence or two and don't require much help after the third sentence or so. I also don't tend to explain the vocabulary to the students before hand. 

In the case of these specific sentences the students most often get tripped up on the subject of the sentence. I find pointing them to the sentences on the second half of the worksheet as examples will usually get them to understand where to begin. I also stress the format of  ~~ is or ~~ are. Usually after couple of sentences the students have figured it out and usually only need help with particular word order. Also, depending on where your class is you can remove or change the specific relative pronouns as you see fit. If a class is a bit behind you can remove the connecting “that” and still have a sentence that is relevant to the lesson. I suggest keeping one or two in the activity though to challenge the students. 

You can also change this lesson to basically any other grammar point and it will still work. 

Finally, I've included some blank boxes that I suggest cutting out and keeping in an envelope that you hold onto. Occasionally words will get lost and you can use these to create your own replacements. 

	This
	Is
	A
	Book

	That
	I
	Bought
	At

	Tsutaya.
	
	
	


	That
	Is
	A
	Picture

	That
	My
	Brother
	Took

	At
	USJ.
	
	


	This
	Is
	A
	Baseball

	That
	Was
	Signed
	By

	Ichiro
	Suzuki.
	
	


	These
	Are
	Some
	Snacks

	That
	I
	Bought
	At

	Harashin.
	
	
	


	She
	Is
	An
	English

	Teacher
	Who
	Likes
	Math.

	
	
	
	


	He
	Is
	A
	Student

	Who
	Doesn't
	Like
	To

	Study.
	
	
	


	Kate
	Is
	The
	Girl

	Who
	Runs
	Very
	Fast.

	
	
	
	


	Doraemon
	Is
	A
	Robot

	Who
	Helps
	Nobita.
	

	
	
	
	


	That
	Is
	The
	Team

	That
	Won
	The
	Tournament

	Last
	Year.
	
	


	These
	Are
	Some
	Presents

	That
	I
	Received
	From

	Santa Claus.
	
	
	


	
	
	
	


Name:___________________________
Date:_________________
           Class:______________

Please make sentences and write them here.

A.) ________________________________________________________________________________

B.) _________________________________________________________________________________

C.) _________________________________________________________________________________

D.) ________________________________________________________________________________

E.) _________________________________________________________________________________

F.) _________________________________________________________________________________

G.) ________________________________________________________________________________

H.) ________________________________________________________________________________

I.) _________________________________________________________________________________

J.) _________________________________________________________________________________

Please write your own sentences
自分で文書を書いてください。

1.) This is the game ___________________________________________________________________

2.) Mr. Sato is the teacher ______________________________________________________________

3.) He is the boy _____________________________________________________________________

4.) ________________________________________________________________________________

5.) ________________________________________________________________________________

6.) ________________________________________________________________________________
