Sentence Auction

Time: 15-25 minutes

Material: Sentences with mistakes

Objectives: Review a grammar topic OR common mistakes

Description:

Write a list of incorrect sentences on the board.  You can decide how many mistakes to include in each sentence, but try to make it uniform across all sentences.

Examples—three mistakes in each

1. Does you like playing shopping.

2.. Lets go eat At that restoranto.

3. Do you no how to talk the English?

Divide students into teams and assign each team a certain amount of money.  Each team must compete to “buy” some (you decide how many) of these incorrect sentences.  After purchasing their sentences, the teams will earn points for correcting them…so ultimately their strategy should be to buy sentences that would be easy for them to correct.

Auction off the sentences.  It is more fun if you make the auction fast-paced.

Give students time to correct the sentences, then review the teams’ answers as a class.  The teacher can give points to teams for every correction made, or for every completely correct sentence.

Note: You have to bring a lot of energy to the auction, otherwise the game isn’t that exciting.  This activity can be used to go over common student mistakes, or just to summarize/review a grammar point. 
Level: The level depends on the difficulty of the sentences used.  The most difficult part is explaining the instructions, so you may want to consider that if using this activity for lower-level English learners.

Acknowledgment: I got the idea from an old co-worker, Mallory Forseth.
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